DEAD SALMON!

The dead salmon provide nutrients to the soil and water around the river.

Observe a dead fish (don't move or touch) along the bank of the river.

Describe (sketch or write) the changes that have happened since its death.

List several living things that the dead salmon might help in this area.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Spawning

Answer YES or NO to these facts: If the answer is NO; correct the statement to make it yes.

1.Male salmon compete for females, sometimes fighting with each other.  _____

2.The male salmon digs a series of nests or redds where the female will deposit the eggs. ____

3.Digging a redd usually only takes a few minutes. _____

4.The female lays one egg in each redd. _____

5.The female covers the fertilized eggs with the gravel from her new nest. _____
Habitat Needs

Salmon need special conditions for spawning, growth and survival.

The following conditions are important.

Salmon eggs depend on _______________ water and _______________ to survive. _______________ and healthy _______________ helps to protect the salmon eggs.

Siltation, caused by excess water run off, is a sign of _______________ . If too much _______________ covers the salmon eggs, they will suffocate and die.
How Do They Spawn

Number the following points placing them in the order they occur .

· With nature's plan completed, the salmon will die in a few days.

· The female deposits her eggs in the nest and the male fertilizes them with a shower of “milt”.

· The female moves upstream to churn up gravel to cover the eggs she has laid in the nest.

· The female swims on her side and flaps her tail repeatedly to build a nest called a “redd”.

· More eggs will be deposited and fertilized until both male and female are completely exhausted.

· Male and female salmon pair up in the fast moving stream.
Habitat Features

List at least 5 natural fish habitat features that have a positive impact on the

salmon population.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Select one feature and provide examples of how it helps salmon survival.
