Horsefly River Salmon Festival Passport Answer Key
Questions from Horsefly River Salmon Festival Passport

1. How long does a sockeye salmon live? 4-5 years
2. Can you name the species of salmonids that live in BC's waters? Sockeye, chum, Chinook, coho, pink
3. What body of water do the Horsefly sockeye live in for a year after they are born? Quesnel Lake
4. Name the 5 stages of the sockeye salmon beginning with the egg. Egg, alevin, fry, smolt, adult
5. Can you list some of the differences between the spawning male and female sockeye? Hump on back, large teeth, hooked nose, larger size
6. Female salmon dig shallow nests in the gravel at the bottom of the stream. What are these nests called? redds
7. Describe how the eggs are laid and fertilised. Female drops eggs in redd, male shosers eggs with milt to fertilize
8. What other species of salmon are found at different times in the Horsefly River? Chinook and coho
9. Salmon and other fish need cover from predators such as larger fish, birds and small animals. What kind of natural material in streams provides cover for fish? Gravel (as eggs), streamside vegetation, rocks, large woody debris, deep water
10. What kinds of plants have strong root systems and are good for planting on stream banks? Shrubs like willow, dogwood, alder and trees like cottonwood, aspen, spruce
11. Warm water can harm fish, causing stress, poor health and even disease. How are water temperatures in streams kept naturally cool?  Shade from riparian vegetation, enough snow or glacier melt water
12. Fish and the bugs they eat get oxygen from the water they live in. What changes can happen to a stream that will lower the amount of oxygen available to the bugs and fish? If water warms, it will have less oxygen.  Also if there are fewer riffles and shallows, it doesn’t have as much oxygen added to it.
13. What happens to the salmon after they spawn? They die and decompose
14. What animals feed off the carcasses of dead salmon? Eagles, gulls, bears, insects, and other wildlife and fungi and bacteria
15. Why are the salmon carcasses important to the forests in the areas surrounding where the salmon return to spawn?  When they decompose, they provide nutrients to plants in the forest.  
